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Intro

In this lesson | want to simplify the viewpoints of various people with respect to
textual criticism. This is to help you understand the divergence of views when it
comes to the way the manuscripts were preserved.

I. A simplification of text theory
A. Westcott-Hort theory

1. The oldest manuscripts are more likely to be better because they are
closer to the originals

2. This theory is held by most textual critics today, with some
modifications

B. Dean Burgon's theory
1. Defended Textus Receptus

2. Held that Codex Alexandrinus (A) and Codex Ephraimi Rescriptus
(C) — both 'Byzantine' were older than Sinaiticus and Vaticanus
(actually both are 5th Century)

3. Peshitta (Syriac) held to be translated in 2nd Century (actually 5th
Century)

C. E. F. Hills' theory

1. Since God miraculously inspired the text, he must have likewise
preserved the text

2. God's means of doing this was through the activity of the churches —
the text they used was the preserved one

3. This is seen in the majority text, most widely used which ultimately
produced the TR

Il. Four examples from the GNT

A. Luke 11.4

NAU Luke 11:4 'And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also forgive
everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.™

KJV Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one
that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us
from evil.
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B. Romans 11.6

NAU Romans 11:6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of
works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.

KJV Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more
grace: otherwise work is no more work.

C. Romans 8.2

NAU Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set
you free from the law of sin and of death.

KJV Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death.
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